
FALL 2015  
PSYC2230 - Introduction to Biopsychology 

Writing-in-the-Majors Section 
 
 

Tentative Class Schedule 

 
 

Important WIM Due Dates 
 

ASSIGNMENTS DUE DATE/TIME 

Essay 1: Draft 1 09/30 22:00 

Essay 1: Final 10/14 22:00 

Oral Presentation 1 In-class: 10/05 or 10/12 

Oral Presentation 2 In-class: 11/09 or 11/16 

Essay 2: Final Exam Period: 12/11 22:00 
 

Brief Assignments Preview 
 
Essay 1 Write a news article (2-4 pages; 2 references) 
 

DATE TOPIC 

09/07 
Neuropharmacology – The life of an addict after rehab; how 
contextual learning makes reintegration so hard  

09/14 
Hormones and behaviour - The Science of sexual reassignment; 
gender as a gene/environment interaction  

09/21 Development - The adolescent brain; why do teens take more 
risks? 

09/28 
Sensory systems – the ethics of prosthesis versus augmentation; 
is there something wrong with asking for more than we were 
given? 

10/05 In-class: Oral Presentation 1 

10/12 In-class: Oral Presentation 1 

10/19 
Neurobiology of Social Interaction – Guest Lecture from Jessica 
Gaby on the role of olfactory communication in love and 
friendship 

10/26 Biorhythms – The economics of sleep; why people who sleep more 
seem to make more money 

11/02 Semester in preview: Final stretch 

11/09 In-class: Oral Presentation 2 

11/16 In-class: Oral Presentation 2 

11/23 THANKSGIVING BREAK 

11/30 Tying up loose ends: review and celebration 



Our WIM section is aimed to train skills for communicating about 
science with the general public. For this first writing assignment, 
you’ll be a reporter for the New York Times writing about an exciting 
new finding in the field of biopsychology. In addition to a layperson’s 
explanation of the research, you’ll want to inform your readers about 
the implications of the finding for their own lives. 
 
Essay 2 Write a Policy Recommendation (5-10 pages; min 5 
references) 
 
Throughout the semester, our beloved WIM section will be looking at the 
way that research in biopsychology influences, and is influenced by, 
society. For your second essay, you will be digging deeper into this 
connection. You will be writing a policy recommendation that makes 
advocates for a specific policy change based on current research in 
biopsychology. This assignment will be a chance for you to showcase 
your knowledge and develop skills for persuasive argumentation. 

 
Oral Presentation 1 Teach us something (10 minutes; visual aids 
if desired) 
 
You’ll be selecting one of the topics we have covered in class so far 
and teaching us about it. Pretend you’re a high school teacher, and we 
are your grade 11 honours science class. Teach us a concept or an idea. 
The goal of this assignment is to help you develop engaging 
presentation techniques – we’ll try to move beyond just standing and 
speaking. 
 
Oral Presentation 2 Let’s play a game (10 minutes; visual aids if 
desired) 
 
In this task, you’re going to help our class review for the final exam. 
You’ll be assigned topics/concepts from the last half of lecture and 
your goal is to lead the class in an activity, discussion, anything (be 
creative) that will help us learn the topic and elaborate on the 
connections between those ideas. The goal is to learn to integrate 
multiple concepts and use creative strategies to inform an audience. 
 


