
PSYCH1130: Scientific Writing for Learning and Memory Researchers 

FINAL PAPER: WRITING PLAN  
Fall 2014 
 
1. Topic selection (due Oct 25 10:00AM on Bb) 

• Submit a short description of the topic you have chosen for your review, 
why it is of interest to you, and roughly how you plan to review the topic. 

• MTT will give you feedback on the topic and help narrow/broaden as 
needed. 

 
2. Annotated bibliography (due Nov 1 22:00 on Bb) 

• Submit an annotated bibliography of 10 references on your topic. 
• This will give you a good idea of the state of knowledge on your topic 

and provide direction for where you want your review paper to go. 
 

3. Outline (due Nov 7 22:00 on Bb) 
• The outline will be a map of the paper you intend to write. It will include 

the concepts you want to address and the order in which you will address 
them. 

• Your outline doesn’t have to have all the references you will include, but it 
should include some references and citations since these your reading of 
the literature is likely how came up with organizations. 

• You’ll receive feedback from MTT on the outline and suggestions for 
improvement.  

 
4. Draft 1 (due Nov 23 22:00 on Bb) 

• This is the first time you put words to your ideas.  
• You’ll include some Afterthoughts for this draft. I’ll be meeting with you, 

so your Afterthoughts can help me to know how to help you. 
 

5. Consultation/Feedback from MTT (1 week after 4.) IN CLASS – 
Dec 2, 2014 (assigned time) 

 
6. Draft 2 (due Dec 5 22:00 on Bb) 

• This draft will incorporate the feedback you received from me as well as 
ideas we discussed during our conference time. 

• You will also want to further develop your tone and prose on this draft. 
 



7. Reflection on writing tutor OR Significant changes for Draft 2 
(due before Draft 3) 
• Before you hand in Draft 3, you will want to work significantly on the 

language, style and tone of your paper. You will also want to copyedit like 
crazy. Are things spelled correctly? Is the punctuation correct? Etc.  

• With Draft 3, you will hand in a short paragraph describing your editing 
process and the changes you made to the paper. 

• A particularly good way of demonstrating this is setting up an 
appointment with a writing tutor at the Knight Institute.  

o The tutors are great at giving you advice about grammar, diction, 
sentence structure, and other matter of mechanics. They can also 
help you refine your voice. 

o Since tutors are likely not in the field of psychology, they can also 
offer advice on how well you have communicated your topic to a 
nonspecialist. Be sure to draw their attention to this aspect of the 
papers and ask them to help clarify confusing parts. 

 
8. Draft 3 (due Dec 9 22:00 on Bb) 

• I suspect this draft will be vastly different already from Draft 1.  
• You will get feedback from me on a need-to-know basis.  

 
9. Peer Review of Draft 3 (due with Final) 

• Before you write your final paper, you will send a copy of your paper to 
TWO assigned peer reviewers. 

• The reviewers will provide feedback on your paper using in-text 
comments, but also using the Peer-Review Feedback techniques we’ve 
applied before. 

• You can use any platform to exchange feedback, but you will need to 
submit all the feedback you received on your paper with your final. 
 

10.  Final Paper due (due _______ 22:00 on Bb) 
• You will submit your final during finals weeks. 
• The submission should conform to the stipulations in Author Guidelines 
• In addition to the Final Paper package, you will also turn in a copy of each 

of the feedback from peers. This should look like track changes and 
comments on your Draft 3 and the Peer-Review Feedback sheet.  

o Papers without these will be counted LATE until the Peer-Review 
Feedback sheet is turned in. 


