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DESCRIPTION 
 

This final paper will require you to use all the critical reading and writing skills we have 
learned in class thus far. Your final paper will be the beautiful result of your hard work, 
multiple drafts and peer-review edits. As we go through this process together, you will get 
an abbreviated version of how professional writing in the sciences works. You will also see 
how the skills you gained through your Abstract assignment, Introduction assignment, 
Peer-review letters, research skills class and others all come together. While it is an 
opportunity for me to assess your performance in the class, it is primarily an opportunity for 
you to apply and integrate what you have learned. 
 

CONTENT 
 

Your final paper will be a review on a topic of your choosing. It could be any of the 
following: 
 

(1) You could take your “Introduction” assignment from earlier in the term and expand 
it into a larger review on that topic 

(2) You could choose a topic from any of the ones we’ve covered in class 
(3) You could choose your own topic related to learning and memory. Maybe you saw 

something that interested you in the news or in another class? Feel free to pursue 
that. 

 
Whichever option you choose, you will submit a short (max. half a page) description of your 
topic and where you plan to go with the paper. We’ll be in consultation about it and help 
refine your ideas to a workable topic. 
 
The purpose of a review paper is to report on the progress made in science on a particular 
topic. Overall, a review should briefly set the background of the topic and then concentrate 
on setting recent findings in context. It is crucial that they should give a balanced view of 
developments, even in fields that are controversial. It does this by discussing the findings of 
original research articles in a way that creates understanding of the topic. It is not just a 
cold report of facts however! A review paper will synthesize the results of multiple primary 
papers and procedures a coherent argument about the topic. Although reviews do allow 
room for some speculation and debate, it should be made clear where the authors’ own 
opinions are being presented.  



 
Our audience ranges from student to senior scientist so articles must be accessible to a 
wide readership. Avoid jargon, but do not oversimplify; be accurate and precise 
throughout.  
 
Your review should follow this general structure: 
 
Introduction 

• Aimed at nonspecialists: please indicate why the subject is important and why you 
are writing about it now; what recent developments in the field make it topical? 
• Please use a descriptive heading rather than "Introduction". 
 

Body of the Review 
• Provide a synthesis, not a summary, of recent developments. Use concise, 
informative subheadings and provide clear links between sections. 
• Use concise, informative subheadings and provide clear links between sections.  
 

Concluding remarks 
• Please end with a brief summary of your article. 
• The conclusion should include a strong take-home message and a clear indication 
of future research, highlighting current and future limitations.  

 
FORMAT GUIDELINES 

 
Final papers should be submitted in adherence to the APA style guide. 
 
Details of word count and content are below: 
 
Title (max. 10 words) 
Titles should be short and enticing (no more than 10 words). 
 
Authorship 
Include your name, email and institutional affiliation. 
 
Abstract (100 - 200 words) 
 

• Briefly explain the necessary background and encapsulate the take-home message 
for a nonspecialist reader. 
• Please emphasize the recent developments or novel conclusions, concepts, or 
models that make your Review timely. 



• Between 100 and 120 words. 
• Must not include reference citations. 

 
Length (10-15 pages, 12pt Times New Romans, Double-Spaced) 
 

• The page limit does not include text in title page, tables, figure legends, abstract, 
or references.  
• Please include 20-50 references. Concentrate on the seminal references. Other 
reviews can be cited to give the necessary background on the topic and refer to 
older data; however, I strongly encourage authors to cite primary literature when 
discussing specific findings.  

 
Acknowledgements (max. 100 words) 

 
• Include a short Acknowledgements section at the end of your paper, just after the 
conclusion section.  
• This section allows you to thank and, well, acknowledge the people who 
contributed to your paper and to name their contributions. In addition to whoever 
else you choose, please include the name everyone who helped peer-review your 
paper here. 

 
Figures 

• Should always have a short, explanatory title (as well as legend). 
• Legends must explain the figure fully without reference to the text. 
• In the figure legend, the original source of previously published material must be 
acknowledged. 
• Figures must be cited in the main text (box figures must be cited in the box).  
• See OWL Purdue APA style guide for details. 
 

Tables 
 

• Require a single-sentence title but no legend. 
• Abbreviations (if not defined in the main text) and full explanations should be 
footnoted (using letters). 

 
Citations and References 
 

• In-text citations and references will follow the APA style guide. 
• See OWL Purdue APA style guide for details 

 



GRADING 
 

This paper will be graded following a rubric designed to mimic the selection criteria set by 
peer-review journals.  
 
You can find the rubric on our Blackboard website. 
 
Remember, that your grade on this paper is your final grade for the class. Don’t worry, your 
final paper should be, at least, a 5th draft that you have received a great deal of feedback 
on. 
 

SUBMISSION 
 

The final paper is due during final exam week. The date will be announced in class. 
Extensions can be requested up to 4 days prior to the deadline. Late papers will be 
received and graded up to Dec. 20, 2014. However, the highest grade a late paper can 
receive is a B regardless of how late it is. 
 
Papers should be uploaded to your folder in Blackboard. Remember to include your peer-
review package as well.  



Checklist for Submission 
 
Throughout the text 
 

• Please use double space (not 1.5 spacing) text and 12 pt font size. 
• Please number all pages (page 1 is title page). 
• Please do not include figures in the main text document (follow the APA style guide) 

 
Title page (page 1) 
 

• Short title (~8 words long, enticing, relevant to the content). 
• Author name (first names and surnames in full, with middle initials). 
• Author’s institutional affiliation. 
• One corresponding email address. 

 
Main text (page 2 onward) 
 

• Please double check the word limit for the main text. 
• Abstract (100 – 200 words). 
• Headings (please use informative headings that refer to the actual content in that 

section and not, for example, “Introduction”, “Discussion”). 
• Subheadings are allowed in all sections (except for the Introductory section). 
• Include common names and Latin names for species. 

 
Reference list 

• Please double check the limit for references. 
• All references used in main text, boxes, and figures are numbered and listed at the 

end of the main text. 
• References lists follow APA style guide. 

 
Peer-review package 

• Please submit a peer-review package for both your reviewers 
• The package must include a copy of your Draft 3 with your reviewer’s changes and 

comments; the Peer-Review Feedback Sheet. 


